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Dr. Jesse Wilson named
new Director of Pastoral 
Evangelism and Leadership 
Conference (PELC).

Drs. Trevor and Edith Fraser’s 
“Saving Marriages by 
Applying Bibical Wisdom”
Book Signing.

DEPENDENCE ON GOD:
Oakwood freshman, 
Laurie Smith, gives lesson 
on overcoming adversity.

Greetings and Happy New Year
Here we are again, grateful and thankful for the beginnings of a brand new year.  Who would have 
thought that 2012 would come so quickly!  Here at Oakwood University, we are giving thanks for 
the blessings of life and service. 

In this edition of President’s FYI, we are celebrating the contributions of Oakwood University em-
ployees as they render service and leadership to the specific mission of Oakwood University and the 
larger mission of our Seventh-day Adventist Church.

Thank you for your support of Oakwood University.  As you think through your 2012 plans, please 
join us for our first ever Presidential Partners Cruise to the Bahamas from July 13-16, 2012.  This 
event promises to be one of the most enriching events in the history of our University.  Our goal 
is to raise $75,000 dollars to assist our students in their matriculation through Oakwood Univer-
sity.  For vital contact information, please visit www.oakwood.edu.

If you would like to view the video summary of the Oakwood year 2011 which I shared with the 
Pastoral Evangelism and Leadership Conference at Oakwood University on December 6, 2011, 
please visit my YouTube update using the following link: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c9IYvg
RzqzU&feature=email.  

And remember, TODAY is a great day to be alive!

       Leslie Pollard, Ph.D., D.Min., MBA
       President, Oakwood University
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New education consortium 
in Africa seeks to model the 
“Oakwood Experience”

OU/SAU Diversity Retreat: 
“What Should We Do 
With Differences?”

Oakwood Aeolians’ 
historic trip warms 
hearts in Moscow

Greetings to our Oakwood University 
Family of Supporters:

As I write this, Prudence and I are flying back from historic globe-trotting: 
First to Russia, then to Mother Africa. Although we’re flying at 35,000 
feet somewhere over the Atlantic, I can still feel the presence of the 
Oakwood Spirit.  Oakwood is a blessed place.

The activities of our Oakwood Campus Family and all the faithful 
supporters of Oakwood are so gratifying. This President’s FYI highlights 
the wealth of talent and commitment with which we are blessed at 
Oakwood University every single day. I especially love telling the stories 

of our campus personnel and our partners who drive this institution to success.  

People stories are wonderful. Each day, I am inspired by the massive amount 
of work that our employees perform on our Oakwood campus. A few exam-
ples of our Oakwood family and supporters rallying to 
the vision are featured in this edition.  

  Enjoy the stories and pictures of the ongoing story called Oakwood.

  

        Leslie Pollard, Ph.D., D.Min., MBA
        President, Oakwood University



When I was elected 11th President of Oak-
wood on November 1, 2010, one of the things 
I shared with the Oakwood University Board 
of Trustees was a vision for globalizing the rich 
history and mission of Oakwood University, by 
structuring sustainable partnerships around the 
world. 

Having worked at our other two GC institu-
tions, Loma Linda and Andrews Universities, I 
dreamed of an Oakwood whose rich academic, 
cultural, and personnel offerings could be 
internationalized, formalized, and organized 
by linking to peoples around the world.  Thus, 
as part of Vision 20/20, we are globalizing the 
Oakwood Mission by creating partners around 
the world.  We must be an international pres-
ence in the work of faith-based education.
 
Sunday, January 30, 2012, will go down as a 
red-letter date in the history of Oakwood Uni-
versity.  At a called meeting, initiated by your 
Oakwood University administration, 30 attend-
ees – board chairs, division presidents, univer-
sity presidents, vice-chancellors, and academic 
officers from the continent of Africa – met for 
ten hours on the beautiful campus of Adventist 
University of Africa in Nairobi, Kenya, and es-
tablished a new organization: The Consortium 

of African Adventist Universities and Partners, 
or CAAUP (pronounced “kawp”). 

Founding CAAUP member institutions are 
Oakwood University, Adventist University of 
Africa, Northern Caribbean University, Univer-
sity of the Southern Caribbean, Babcock Uni-
versity, University of Eastern Africa, Valley View 
University, Solusi University, Helderburg Col-
lege, Bugema University, Adventist University 
of Central Africa, Ethiopian Adventist College, 
Adventist University Zurcher, Adventist Univer-
sity of Lukanga, and the University of Arusha.  

Oakwood University was voted to serve as the 
anchor organization for the Consortium, with 
the OU President of Oakwood University 
serving as its chair; Dr. Garland Dulan, OU’s 
Vice President for Academic Affairs, will serve 
as a CAAUP Board member and as its special 
liaison to the General Conference Department 
of Education.

What is the Purpose of CAAUP?  
The purpose of the consortium is to develop 
member institutions’ faculty capacity to deliver 
excellence in the ministry of education to every 
student who enters an Adventist university be-
longing to the consortium.  CAAUP will do the 

following: 1) Facilitate international teaching, 
research, and service opportunities for faculty 
within the Consortium; 2) Enable global part-
nerships between member institutions; and 3) 
Provide a culturally-competent and compre-
hensive faculty development experience for 
participating faculty.

Additionally, CAAUP will expand the capac-
ity of member universities by resourcing our 
faculty with the skills needed to deliver ex-
ceptional educational ministry to the students 
matriculating in these CAAUP institutions.

When do we begin? 
The aggressive plan of action is to begin the 
exchange of faculty in the Fall Semester of 
2012, and at the latest, Spring Semester of 
2013. 

In the meantime, there is a lot of organiza-
tional infrastructure that is being done – e.g., 
by-laws construction, Memorandums of 
Understanding, etc.  

Please keep this new organization in your 
prayers.  

OU births a new Organization

I dreamed of an 
Oakwood whose rich 
academic, cultural, and 
personnel offerings could 
be internationalized, for-
malized, and organized 
by linking to peoples 
around the world.



On Thursday, January 5, 2012, while Prudence and 
I were attending the Council of Independent Col-
leges’ Presidents Institute meeting – at which 800 
presidents and spouses from around the globe gath-
ered to discuss and strategize around the challenges 
facing private higher education – I also enjoyed a 
delightful and far-reaching conference call with the 
National Oakwood Alumni Association, hosted by 
its president, Dr. DeWitt Williams.  

During that phone call, I invited the national 
alumni executive officers to support our vision of 
prioritizing the health and safety of our OU stu-
dents, by gifting a power generator for the campus. 

Under the leadership of Dr. Williams, the Alumni 
Association accepted the challenge of undertaking 

a $300,000 fundraising campaign – the largest ever 
in its history!  They named it “Empower OU”!

The Empower OU drive will provide the $300,000 
needed to acquire a generator powerful enough to 
serve the entire campus; it will make our university 
less dependent on the City of Huntsville’s power 
grid during weather emergencies or other crises.

EmPOWER OU

On January 13-15, 2012, the Diver-
sity Educational Exchange Program 
(DEEP) between Southern Adven-
tist University and Oakwood Uni-
versity convened with faculty, staff, 
and students in a retreat at Callaway 
Gardens in Pine Mountain, GA.  

A special word of thanks goes to 
Senior Chaplain Dr. Howard 
Weems and the OU Office of 
Spiritual Life for coordinating 
that entire weekend.  

We especially want to acknowledge 
the role that Spiritual Life’s Mrs. Ce-
lestine Robinson played in organiz-
ing, coordinating, and executing the 
retreat.   Enjoy some of the captured 
moments from the Retreat.

OU/SAU Diversity Retreat Examined, 
“What Should We Do With 
  Differences?”

On January 10-11, and 19, 
the President’s Office and the 
Office for Academic Affairs 
held critical, off-campus lock-
ins, lasting from 8:30 a.m. to 
5:00 p.m. 

Why? To finalize the Re-
Accreditation documents and 
the QEP (Quality Enhance-
ment Plan), in preparation 
for the decennial visit from 
the Southern Association of 
Colleges and Schools – better 
known as “SACS” – sched-
uled for March 26-29, 2012.  
Please keep this work in your 
prayers.

Re-Accreditation 
Team Lock-Ins: 
Working when 
Nobody’s look-
ing, but when 
Everybody’s 
watching!  



1. Start with the com-
mitment, work and 
passion of an Oakwood 
student (and award-
winning “Committed” 
singing group member) 
Tommy Gervais;
2. Sprinkle in just 
a dash of a vision for 
one more unique musi-
cal and performance 
expression in the Oak-
wood music legacy;  
3. Blend it with the mystique of our HBCU heri-
tage; 
4. Beat vigorously the role that the drum has played 
in the psyche of the sons and daughters of Africa;
5. Finally, combine these ingredients with ample 
portions of Oakwood University students, some of 
whom were Pathfinder drummers, and Voila!!!  
6. Oakwood University’s first-ever Drumline. 

“Chef” Tommy took the leadership and started the 
movement.  “Around 2009, I realized that students 
were very limited with regard to extracurricular 
activities. If you didn’t play sports or weren’t on the 
student government, then your options automatically 

became slim. I understood that many students had  
a similar experience to mine prior to enrolling at 
Oakwood. 

“I was a Pathfinder and had a lot of experience play-
ing in a drum corps, but when I came to Oakwood 
there was no outlet for me to continue playing. I real-
ized that if I wanted something to change, I would 
have to do it myself.” 

And thus, the dream of an Oakwood University 
drumline was born. 

“I would like for this program to grow in a way that 
it can become a serious recruitment tool for Oak-
wood. I want this program to promote more school 
spirit. I would like for it to build camaraderie among 
students and between Oakwood and other schools 
with drumlines.”

Congratulations to Tommy and the OUD.  We are 
proud of you.  Enjoy the pics from their inaugural 
performance.

On January 21, 2012, 50 Oakwoodites 
visited Moscow’s famous International 
House of Music, for its seven-day 2nd 
International Moscow Christmas Fes-
tival of Sacred Music – the only group 
from the U.S., first Seventh-day Ad-
ventist group to perform in this venue. 

Our Aeolians, under the direction of 
Jason Max Ferdinand, bridged cultures 
and continents in a singularly-stun-
ning, 90-minute musical presentation, 
as the Festival’s headliner and finale.  I 
was impressed by the way in which our 
Aeolians gracefully and skillfully navi-
gated across genres of music – from 
classically-influenced rendition to Ne-
gro spirituals to contemporary praise 
to moving traditional hymns.  

Please enjoy the pictures and the spiri-
tual excellence that Oakwood brought 
to Russia – here, on YouTube, as well 
as on my and Jason Ferdinand’s Face-
book pages, for example.

Oakwood’s Ministry of Music: 
History Made in Russia

That evening I witnessed 
and experienced something 

that, to this moment, 
I cannot put into words.  

Seriously. 

r

Q:
A:

What happens when Pathfinder 
Club Drummers grow up?

They Enroll at Oakwood and 
Join the OU Drumline!



One Final Word... 
   from a new Partner


